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Leeds Boat House water safety guidance – August 2014 
 

 

Rules of the Water 

 
A - Boat house 
B – Skelton Grange Bridge 
C – Little bend 
D – Pipe 
1 – Knostrop Fall Lock boundary (50m from lock) 
2 – Fishpond Lock boundary (50m from weir) 
 

 
Recommended spinning points.  
When terminating an outing, these are the safest points at which to spin and 
return to the boat house, with a clear line of vision. In an emergency, turns may 
be made at other points on the canal, assuming a clear line of vision. 
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A-B  
Warm up/cool down area. 
Light pressure only. 
Overtaking permitted with 
clear line of sight. No side 
by side.  
Launch – low throttle 
between BH and bend 
passed mooring area. 

B-C 
Race pace permitted. No side by side rowing. 
Overtaking permitted with clear line of sight. 

C-D  ‘The Bends’ 
Firm pressure permitted. No side by side rowing. Limited 
overtaking. Pass only with a clear line of vision. There is little to 
no line of vision between the bends. Crews should be aware of 
any crews on the water ahead of them and adjust their speed 
accordingly over this section. Proceed with caution. 

D-2  ‘Racing Reach’ 
Pipe-lock (south side): Racing priority. Side by side permitted*. Right of way through 
narrow section. 
Lock-pipe (Aire side): No racing, medium-firm pressure. Priority given to south side 
boats through narrow section. Technical or recovery section. 
*Narrow section between M1 and footbridge – no side by side. Proceed with caution. 
Right of way given to south side crews. Aire side crews to easy oars before footbridge 
and allow south side crews to pass.  
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